




























Nationally I the number of firms in 6 of the 10 categories listed 
in table 4 increased while the remaining four declined between 19 39 
and 19 58 . Number of food stores declined most (36 percent) and 1 at 
the other end of the scale I furniture and household equipment firm 
numbers increased the most (9 6 percent) . In general I numbers of 
firms in Greene county declined more rapidly than they did in the 
nation in the six areas of decline . They also declined in one cate
gory of national increase and increased at slower than national rates 
in two of the categories of national increase . Only in the apparel 
category was the Greene county rate of increase higher than the 
national rate . 

Table 4,. Number of retail stores classified by type of goods in Greene County, Iowa and the U. s. , 1939, 
1948, 1954 and 1958 

Type of Store 

Food 

Eating and 
Drinking 

General 
merchandise 

Apparel 

Automotive 

Gasoline 

Furniture 
and house
hold equip. 

Drugs 

Lumber and 
building 
materials 

Other 

Total 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

Greene County 
Iowa 
u. s. (1000) 

1939 

46 
8, 737 

560.5 

39 
6, 480 

305.4 

12 
1 , 532 

90.0 

15 
1, 953 

107. 0 

20 
2, 025 

60. 1 

67 
6, 967 

241. 9 

7 
1 , 341 

52. 8 

10 
1, 327 

57. 9 

33 
3, 915 

79. 3 

34 
4, 747 

215. 5 

283 
39, 024 

1, 770.4 

Year 
1948 1954 

34 
6, 578 

504.4 

32 
6, 390 

346. 5 

7 
1, 270 

74. 1 

12 
1, 681 

115. 2 

22 
2,275 

86. 2 

36 
4, 557 

188.2 

11 
1, 784 

86. 6 

10 
1, 092 

55. 8 

43 
4, 596 

98. 9 

24 
3, 502 

214.4 

231 
33, 725 

1, 769. 5 

32 
5,494 

384. 6 

38 
6, 459 

319. 7 

9 
1, 320 

76. 2 

14 
1, 840 

119. 7 

15 
1, 988 

86. 0 

32 
4 , 493 

181. 7 

18 
1, 976 

91. 8 

5 
1 , 094 

56. 0 

39 
4,315 

100. 5 

25 
4, 213 

206. 9 

• 227 
• 33, 192 
-I. 643. 1 

Source: U. s. Censuses of Business, 1939. 1948, 1954 and 1958. 

• Excludes nonstore retailers. 

1958 

30 
4, 633 

355. 5 

33 
6,429 

344.7 

5 
1 , 360 

86. 6 

18 
1, 819 

118. 7 

15 
1, 803 

93. 6 

40 
4, 447 

206. 3 

8 
2, 051 

103. 4 

8 
976 
56. 2 

38 
4 , 111 

108. 2 

24 
4, 441 

240. 1 

• 219 
• 32, 070 

• 1. 713. 6 

Percent Change 
1939-1958 

-34. 8 
-47.0 
-36. 6 

-15. 4 
- . 8 
12. 9 

-58. 3 
-11. 2 
- 3. 8 

20.0 
- 6. 9 

9. 0 

-25. 0 
-11.0 
55. 7 

-40. 3 
-36. 2 
-14.7 

14.3 
52. 9 
95. 8 

-20. 0 
-26.4 
- 2. 9 

15. 2 
5. 0 

36. 4 

-29. 4 
- 6. 4 
11.4 

-22.6 
-17. 8 
- 3. 2 
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Volume of sales increased in all categories and at a ll levels-
local (Greene county) I state and nat1onal (table 5) . In four cate 
gories the rate of increase was less in Greene county than 1n the 
nation while in six it was greater . However I in all but two cate
gories 

1 
"lumber and building material" and "other" the volume of 

sal es per unit remained lower in Greene county than in the nation 
as a who le . In other words I while stores of some types in Greene 
county have been growing at a rate faster than the national average, 
they still generally lag behind the national average in size . 

Table 5. T rends 10 s1ze of retail stores (sales per store) by type of store in Greene County, Iowa and the 
United States, 1939 to 1958 

Year Percent Change 
1939 1948 1954 1958 1939-1958 

(000) 

Food Greene County 17. 7 76. 7 92. 1 108. 4 512. 4 
Iowa 18. 7 72. 3 106. 8 152.4 714. 9 
u.s. 18. 1 61.4 103. 4 137. 9 661. 8 

Eating and Greene County 9. 5 18. 9 24. 4 23. 8 150. 5 
Drinkmg Iowa 9. 6 25. 9 29. 1 31. 6 229. 2 

u. s. 11. 6 30. 8 41.0 44. 1 280. 2 

General stores Greene County 28. 5 111.9 91. 6 76. 0 166. 6 
and general Iowa 67. 0 206. 5 204. 2 216. 0 222. 3 
merchandise u. s. 72. 0 231. 2 234. 5 252. 6 250. 9 

Apparel Greene County 14. 1 47. 1 78. 0 65. 5 364. 5 
Iowa 24.4 81. 8 78. 3 94. 3 286. 5 
u. s. 30. 5 85. 1 92. 5 105. 5 245. 9 

Automotive Greene County 40. 0 139. 1 230. 9 193. 3 383. 2 
Iowa 60. 8 186. 8 275. 0 302. 9 398. 2 
u.s. 92. 3 233. 2 347. 8 339. 8 268. 1 

Gasoline Greene County 7. 3 28. 9 47. 8 59. 0 708. 2 
service Iowa 10. 3 33. 6 49. 4 61. 2 494. 2 

u. s. 11. 7 34. 4 59. 1 68. 7 487. 2 

Furniture Greene County 12. 6 29. 7 32. 9 63. 1 400. 8 

and Iowa 22. 1 64. 7 69. 3 73. 3 231. 7 
household u. s. 32. 8 80. 8 93. 9 96. 8 195.1 

Lumber and Greene County 23 . 6 88. 1 121.5 146. 4 520. 3 

building Iowa 28. 9 101.2 110~ 6 123. 9 328. 7 

material u. s. 34. 4 112. 7 130. 6 132. 2 284. 3 

Drugs Greene County 14. 0 33. 1 42. 8 38. 9 177. 8 
Iowa 21. 8 60 . 5 75. 6 101.7 366. 5 
u. s. 27. 0 71. 9 93. 8 120. 6 346. 7 

Other Greene County 11. 4 49. 5 83. 1 93. 0 715. 8 
Iowa 16. 8 83. 3 90. 0 84. 0 403. 6 
u.s. 19. 6 61. 9 70. 4 76. 9 292. 3 

Total Greene County 15. 6 61. 9 79. 0 86. 1 451. 9 
Iowa 21. 1 75. 8 87. 6 100. 5 376. 3 
u.s. 23. 7 73. 8 98. 7 111.6 370. 9 

Source: U.S. Census of Business, 1939, 1948, 1954 and 1958. 

16 



Greene county retail firms in the "other" or "miscellaneous'' 
category enjoyed the highest rate of increase in volume of sales I 

716 percent I during the period . Feed and fertilizer stores are a 
major part of this category and account for a major share of the 
sales volume increase . Furthermore I sales volume increases were 
higher for firms in the rural parts of the county than in Jefferson I a 
situation that prevailed in only one other category I namely I lumber 
and building materials. Both of these categories include bulk goods 
which require relatively cheap storage facilities and easy access 
by customers . Apparently I small towns have some advantages for 
these kinds of retail trade . 

Importance of agricultural technology in demand for certain goods 
and services 

The category of Greene county retail firms that enjoyed the 
highest rate of increase included lines of trade directly serving ag
riculture . This indicates the reason for most of the 1ncreases in 
service industries . 

Although the proportion of labor force employed directly in 
agriculture has been declining I falling from 55 percent to 38 percent 
between 19 30 and 19 60 I the proportion of the labor force either in 
agriculture or in occupations that serve agriculture directly or in
directly has not declined very much . There has no doubt been some 
increase in sales to travelers on the county's two major highways . 
A small increase of labor force in manufacturing has produced a few 
additional jobs in service industries . The increase in numbers of 
older and retired people has likely produced some service industry 
employment not directly connected with agriculture . But other than 
these relatively minor factors it is apparent that the major increases 
in employment have occurred to meet the requirements of a techno
logically advancing agriculture . 

Summary and prospects 

Out-migration and population decline have confronted the eco
nomic organizations of Greene county with serious problems of ad
justment . Slow reduction of the number of firms over an extended 
period of time and a gradual retirement of other fums appear to be 
the major forms of adjustment. This I plus the concentration of popu
lation in the upper age groups I strongly influences the character of 
economic organization in the commun1 ties of the county . 
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Agriculture, which still employs 3 7 percent of the county• s 
labor force, contlnues to be relatlvely prosperous ; and this prosper
ous cond1tion has slowed the decline in population and trade . Also, 
agriculture• s growing demand for inputs supplied by industry and 
professional services has largely accounted for the few instances 
of growth or expansion in trade . These are the principal bright spots 
in the otherwise rather dark picture of recent developments . 

These same facts, however, are indirectly the chief source of 
pessimism regarding the future . Agriculture and commerce account 
for about 80 percent of the jobs in the county . But technological 
developments will likely continue to reduce their labor needs. So 
relatively heavy out-migratlon must continue in the future unless 
some alternative bas1c sources of employment are found . Some 
manufacturing has been introduced 1n recent years, but the propor
tion of the labor force in manufacturing was still less than 8 per
cent 1n 1960. This would have to be at least doubled before it 
could be expected to have a substantial effect on migration and 
population growth. 

Among the rural counties of the state, Greene county is not 
one of those facing the most serious adjustments . There are other 
counties in which I largely because of a less prosperous agricul
ture I out-migration has been heavier over a longer period of time 
producing much more severe adjustment problems . Having a rela
tl vely prosperous agnculture, Greene county has enjoyed a period 
of grace in her adjustment I but this period of grace is not eternal . 
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APPENDIX 

A word about the larger study 

The 19 50-19 60 decade was one of unprecedented population 
growth for the United States, but despite this growth about half of 
the nat1on• s counties lost population during this period . Such tre
mendous population redistribution does not occur without far-reach
ing social and economic consequences . 

This population movement and its social and economic con
sequences are the subJect of a larger regional study of which the 



Greene County I Iowa I study forms but one part. The larger study 
was initiated by members of the North Central Technical Committee -
Number 18 (NC - 18) I which is composed of population analysts 
from the states of the North Central Region and Kentucky. The NC -
18 committee first charted the actual population changes for the 
region 

1 
and the results of this analysis may be found in the first 

two regional publications cited in the bibliography. 

The next step in the NC - 18 regional program was to initiate 
a series of field studies 1 on the county level 1 to determine the ef
fects of population change upon the social institutions of the coun
ties which had experienced various kinds and amounts of migration. 
The counties were selected on the basis of the direction and amount 
of net migration which had occurred in the 19 40-19 50 decade I the 
extent of industrialization (as measured by the percent of the labor 
force employed in manufacturing) 1 and the local condition of agri
culture (as measured by farm operator level-of-living index). Re
search was initiated in counties selected according to the above 
criteria. The following three combinations were investigated: 

(1) High out-migration I low farm operator level of living 1 

and low industrial development (Out-lo-lo): Aitkin 
County I Minnesota; Price County I Wisconsin; Ontono
gan County I Michigan; and Marshall County I South 

Dakota. 

(2) High out-migration I high farm operator level of living I 

and low industrial development (Out-hi -lo): Greene 
County I Iowa. 

(3) High in -migration 1 high farm operator level of living I 
and high industrial development (In-hi-hi): Franklin 
County I Ohio I and Kenosha County I Wisconsin. 

A regional report is being prepared which will summarize the 
results of the individual county studies. 

The selected bibliography which follows is presented for the 
benefit of those who may wish to gain a better appreciation of the 
regional population situation and the results of varying degrees of 
migration upon counties with differing industrial and agricultural 

conditions. 
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